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BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE 
Order of Business 

MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta - Leader of the House) [2.54 pm]:  I move - 

 That government business orders of the day 13 and 14 be next considered. 

MR D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN (Leschenault) [2.55 pm]:  I wish to make a couple of points on this motion.  
The Leader of the House is saying that the house should now commence debating two bills that concern the 
finances of this state and were introduced yesterday.  This house sat until 11 o’clock last night and midnight the 
night before, because we were told that there was so much legislation to be dealt with and it had to be rushed 
through.  The government said it needed that time to get the legislation dealt with.  The Liberal Party has 
cooperated at every opportunity.  We have not filibustered on any of this legislation.  We know that, at the end of 
the day, it will go through this chamber - if our amendments or points of view are not accepted, we do not have 
the numbers.  We are realists and we understand that.  The government suspended standing orders, which 
reduced the scope for private members’ business, kept members here until midnight on one night and 11 another 
night, and now it has run out of legislation.   

Mr E.S. Ripper:  I understand that this is a general debate so members can give speeches on something other 
than the bill.  It is not the intention of the government to proceed to the conclusion of the debate on these bills.  It 
is the intention of the government to have a couple of speeches, if members want to make them, of a general 
nature and then to wind up.   

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  Even on that basis, members should have more than half a day to decide 
whether to prepare speeches for these appropriation bills.   

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  No-one will be forced to speak.  We have two speakers who will speak and then we will 
adjourn the debate.   

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  That is fine, but I am making a point about the management of this house.  
We have sat late for two nights in a row.  Even when this legislation shuffles through this house, members will 
find there is a logjam in the Legislative Council.  Earlier today when we were dealing with one piece of 
legislation I said I could not understand why we were rushing it through because it will not be dealt with in the 
upper house until next year.  At that stage, the upper house had got up to only clause 8 of the Terrorism 
(Extraordinary Powers) Bill.  The Greens (WA) were giving that bill thorough scrutiny, word by word.   

Mr E.S. Ripper:  Do not spoil your record.  You have had a good week.   

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  The Minister for Planning and Infrastructure would not agree with the 
Treasurer’s comment. 

We are pulling out legislation that was introduced yesterday.  The onus will be on government members.  I am 
pleased a couple of government members will speak.  I will not rush my members to prepare to speak on these 
appropriation bills.   

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  I accept that and we will have a couple of speakers.   

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  There was really no need for this house to sit late on the last two nights and 
there is no need to logjam the upper house.   

MR M.J. COWPER (Murray) [2.58 pm]:  I echo the sentiments expressed by the member for Leschenault.  
Earlier this week we debated the very important Dangerous Sexual Offenders Bill that the Attorney General 
wished to bring on for debate as a matter of urgency.  I gave up my weekend to put a lot of work into that bill in 
the hope that we would come up with a bill that would put Western Australia at the forefront in this area.  The 
bill that was pushed through this house in a fairly expeditious manner ended up being in a form that is not in 
keeping with what I expect from the Attorney General.  There are a number of holes in that legislation through 
which one could drive a school bus.  Had we had a bit more time available to us, we could have done a better 
job.   

There are rumblings from members, not only on this side of the house but also the government side, about the 
length of this week’s sittings.  I put on the record that a number of members are not pleased with the timeliness 
of the government’s schedules.   

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  You have it easy compared with when the member for Cottesloe was  Leader of the House.  

Mr M.J. COWPER:  I cannot comment on what occurred previously.  I thought it worthwhile to mention the 
points I raised.  
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Question put and passed.   
 


